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(Hear,hear.) The conventionof 1833wasenteredinto for thepurpose
ofembodyingthosedetails;it wasthereforenecessarilya partandportion
of thatof 1831,becausethatconventioncouldnot becarriedintoexecu
tionwithouttheother. Therefore,speakinggenerally,theconventionof
1833aroseout of the proposalmadeby theGovernmentof this country
in 1830,andwhich ledto the conventionof 1831. In justiceto those
whowereMinistersin France,and to theAmbassadorof thatcountryin
Londonat thatperiod,he feltboundto state,that it was impossiblefor
anyone, or bodyof men, to entermorecordiallyinto a propositionto
carryout that which was the ardentwish of bothGovernments,viz.,
toputanendto soabominablea traffic.
Mr. HARDY.—Would thenoblelordbekind enoughto statethe first
timeatwhichanycomplaintwasmadebytheFrenchGovernmentofany
thingdoneunderthetreaties?
Lord PALMERston.—No causeof complaintaroseuntil veryshortly
beforethelateGovernmentwentoutof office. Generally,he mightsay
thatnocauseof complainthadeverbeenmadefor anyseizureunderthe
treaties. A complaintwasmadeof theseizureof a vesselin theGambia,
butit wasmade,notin executionof thetreaties,butunderthemunicipal
lawsof GreatBritain, theshipbeingat thetimein thewatersof England,
athercolonyon theGambia.
(On the 17th FebruaryMr. HARDY broughtforwarda motionfor
papersrelativeto any complaintsmadeby the French Government
with respectto thedetentionor searchof Frenchvesselson suspicionof
being engagedin the slave-trade. The motionwas opposedby Sir
RobertPeel,on thegroundthatnegotiationswerestill pendingrespect
ing thosecases,but statedthemto befew in number. The motionwas
consequentlywithdrawn.)

-

home intelligenre.

The SLAve TRADE.—The followingstatementof the difficultiesto
whichour cruisersareexposedon thecoastof Africa, hasbeenforwarded
to usby Captain Hall, who commandedher Majesty'sbrig Rolla, on
that station; and confirmedas it has beenby thetestimonyof several
other officers,to whomwe have shown it

,

we canhavenohesitation in

giving it publicity:—
The cruel, unfeeling,andheartlessslavetraders, o

r

theiragents,reside

a
t

themostconvenientplaces a
t
o
r

neartheslavingtowns o
r villages o
n

thewest coast o
f Africa,andhavegenerallylargeexpensiveestablishments

in the shape o
f baracoons,for from 500 to 600 menslaves to live in,

others for womenand boys,with comfortabledwellinghousesandevery
luxury for themselves.They havealso factories o

r storehouses,contain
ing quantities o

f

slavegoods,the only inlandbarterfor slaves. A great
part of English manufacture,viz., muskets,gunpowder,bar-iron (for
forging shacklesandchains),cutlery,slavecottons,rum, tobacco,wool
len cloths, saltprovisions,flour, rice,farina,&c.,arecarried to the coast
andconsidered a

s legal trade b
y

mercenarymerchantships o
f
a
ll nations,

particularly English, French,andAmericans. The producethesevessels
generallyget in returnfromthecoast is nominallynothing—mostlyleave

in ballast, receivingfromthe slave-dealerspayment in cash o
r

bills o
n

London housesfor thegoods o
r freightageout. There is scarcely a
n Eng

lish merchant o
n

theslavecoastbut indirectlycarrieson, andfinds it his
interest to keepup, theslavetrade,andtheslavetraderscan a

t
a
ll

times
procure a

n

unlimitedsupply o
f

slave goodsfrom them. The slaving
piratical vesselswhichrun acrossthe Atlantic for cargoes o

f

slavessail
very fast, and are generallywellarmedwith largeguns, for theexpress
purpose o

f killing and woundingthe seamen,andsinkingtheboatsbe
longing to British cruisers,showing a

t

thetime n
o flag o
f any nation.

On their makingthe slavecoastwheretheyareboundto, theyimmedi
ately, night o

r day,communicatewith theshore b
y

means o
f light canoes

(which in someinstancestheycarry acrosstheCuba), whentheyimme
diately makesailoff theland,and a

t

theappointedhour stand in close to

the beach, keepingunderweigh,oftenreceiving o
n

boardfromtheshore
numbers o

f desperatearmedruffians, to aid andassistthepiraticalslave
vessel'screw to beatoff o

r

sink our armedboatsbelonging to theBritish
cruisers, and mostwantonlydestroytheseamen.
Every thing beingpreviouslyarrangedandprepared,theyshipofffrom
theopen beachtheir slaves,provisions,andwaterfor them, in three o

r

four hours, crowdsail, andescapewith impunity,which morethan half
do in defiance o

f

the vigilant cruisers. The elementsseem to befriend
the slavers o

n

thecoast o
f Africa, theweatherbeinggenerallythick and

hazy, with lightbreezesandsmoothwater,whichanswertheirdiabolical
purposes. They havecertaininformationwherethe cruisersare o

n

the
coast, and knowtheir sailingqualities to a nicety, havingscoutsalong
the coast, and a communicationkept up b

y

signals, fires, smokes,and
small kroocanoeswhichpull alongshoreveryfast,givingtimelynotice o

f

the approach o
f
a man-of-war, o
r

her boats. The inducements to the
slave-dealersare very great; indeed, if at al

l

successful,theyrealize a

profit o
f

from 180 to 200 per cent. and upwards. All thechiefsand
natives on the slave coastheartilyturn theirsoleattention to the ex
portation o

f slaves,andnothingelse,whichtheyconsider to b
e

theironly
legitimate revenue;anyother trade is lost sight of, and theyconsider
treaties a

s
a merepiece o
f paper.

A speculatingslave-dealerfromCuba or theBrazils, if he cannotreadily
procure a fastvesselfor slaving, o

r
to avoidtheoutwardrisk, gets a pas

sageacross to theslavecoast in a
n

American o
r
a Brazilianmerchantves

sel, generally ladenwitharticlesmanufacturedmostly a
t

Manchesterand
Birmingham, expresslyfor theslave-market;andwhich is theonlybarter

to purchase slaveswith in the interior,moneybeing o
f

n
o

usetherefor
that purpose. The slave-dealereithertakes a roundsum o

f moneywith
him, or deposits a sumbeforehand in a Londonbankinghouse, o

n

which
he draws hisbills to payfor theslavegoods,and for thepurchase o

f
a

fast-sailing vessel,mostlyAmerican,built for the expresspurpose,and
brought to theCape d
e

Verd Islands,and o
n

thecoast,for sale.
Any quantity o
f English manufacturedgoods,only fi
t

for theslave
trade, can b
e procured b
y

theslave-traders o
n

creditfromEnglishhouses
on the coast o

f America, a
t

the risk o
f twenty-fiveper cent. o
n

the
first cost.
The presentsystempursued in endeavouring to put down the slave
trade by cruisers, is attendedwithgreatrisk,anxiety,andloss o

f life,with

heavyexpenses to thecountry; it is alsoattendedwithunspeakablehor
rors, andunutterablesufferings to the poor unfortunateslaveswho are
doomedfor exportation.Theyarefrequentlyfor months(from a man-of
war blockadingthe slavingplace)kept in a state o

f

merestarvingexist
ence in thebaracoons o

n

shore. From theheavyexpense o
f feedingthem,

manyarestarved to death,chainedtogether in gangs(by theneck) from
twelve to twenty, o

r

shackled b
y

the legs in pairs. On a
n opportunity

offering,theyareshippedoff in a
n exhausted,inanimatestate,andpacked

in a slaver'shold nearly in bulk, whentheir miseries o
r sufferingsin

crease, a
s theyare deprived o
f

freshair, andalmost o
f water,whichthey

did notfeelthewant o
f
o
n shore, in thebaracoons. Only fancy, if you

can, their increasedsufferingsduring the voyageacrossthe Atlantic.
Shouldthey b

e

taken b
y
a man-of-war o
n

theeve o
f landingthe cargo o
f

| slaves a
t Cuba, o
r
o
n

thecoast o
f Brazil, theywouldthen,poorwretches,

have to proceed o
n

anothervoyage o
f

extrememisery,until manyare
happilyrelieved b

y

death
The slavetraderscontrolandkeepthe nativechiefs in subjection;on
thecoasttheymakedefences,andmountguns a

t

theslavingestablishment

o
n shore; often fire o
n

the cruisers'boats; showing n
o flag o
f anyde

scription,andgenerallysucceed in cuttingoff a
ll suppliesfromships-of

War.
The articlesmadeexpresslyfor theslave-tradeare o

f

theworstpossible
manufacture;therum is horrible,anddrivesthenativesmad; the mus
ketsburst to pieces in theirhands;andthetobacco is made u

p
o
f

theworst
ingredientspossible. The mostworthlessarticlesareexported,forwhich
thenativesarechargedexorbitantprices. Everypossibleimposition is

practised o
n

thepoormuch-benightedAfrican ; anddebased in intellect

to the lowestgrade b
y

thewhitepiraticalslave-dealers,thescourgeand
curse o

f Africa,and to the utterdisgrace o
f anything in the shape o
f
a

humanbeing.
CHAS. HALL, Commander,

Late in command o
f

H. M. brig Rolla, employed
on theWest CoastofAfrica.

—UnitedServiceGazette,Jan. 18.

Mr. TURNBULL.-As will b
e

seen b
y

thefollowingofficialnotification,
Mr. Turnbullhasbeenappointed to theoffice o

f

Commissioner o
f

theMixed
CommissionCourt, established in Jamaica, for the suppression o

f

the
slave-trade. Mr. T

.

left Englandlastweek,bearingwith him thebest
wishesof his friends.

For EIGN-Office, JAN. 24, 1843.−HerMajestyhasbeenpleased to

appointGeorgeFrere,jun., Esq., to b
e Commissioner,andFrederick

Richard Surtees,Esq., to b
e

Arbitrator o
n

thepart o
f

Her Majesty,and
JamesRobertM'Leay, Esq., to b

e Secretary o
r Registrar to the Mixed

British andPortugueseCommission, to b
e

established a
t

the Cape o
f

GoodHope,underthe treatyconcluded a
t Lisbon, o
n

the 3rd o
f July,

1842,betweenGreatBritain and Portugal,for the suppression o
f

the
slave-trade.
Her Majestyhasalsobeenpleased to appointDavidTurnbull, Esq., to

b
e Commissioner,and James Fitzjames,Esq., to b
e

Arbitrator on the
part o

f

Her Majesty,andSydneyJohn James,Esq., to b
e Secretary o
r

Registrar to theMixed British and PortugueseCommission, to b
e

esta
blished a

t Jamaica,underthesametreaty. -

Colonial intelligent.

CANADA.—NELson HAcket.— Proceedings o
f

the Canadian
Legislature, Oct. 8

,

1842.--Dr. DUNLAP movedfor all the papers
relating to the case o

f

Nelson Hacket. He said it wasnot the case o
f

one man only, but o
f thousands,and a greatprinciplewas involved o
f

internationallaw. Hacketwas chargedwith felony,but nothingwas
provedagainsthim,andthen h
e

waskept in jail eightweeks,until men
could b
e broughtfromArkansaswhowould swearbetter. He did not

saytheyhadsworn falsely,but h
e

had n
o

confidence in theirswearing.
But whetherthe chargewas true o
r

falsewas not the question,for, if

true,this governmenthad not authority to give him up. How d
o

we
knowthat there is such a person a

s

the Governor o
f

Arkansas We
knowno Statebut theUnitedStates,and if anywrong is to b

e redressed,
thelegislation is notbetweentheGovernor o

f

Canadaand the Governor

o
f Arkansas, but betweenthe FederalGovernmentand the British

minister. Hewasjealous o
f

theseslaveStates,for theyhavepassedlaws
mostdisgraceful in regard to theblacks. There are a set o

f

men o
n

the
othersidewhomake a living b

y

stealingfreeblacksfrom our side,and

h
e

wouldgivethemnoencouragement.
Mr. D. B

.

WIGER said it was a case o
f

the greatestimportance.
The Governor o

f

Canadahad no right to surrenderanyman, b
e

h
e
a

subject o
r
a foreigner. The Governor o
f

Canadashouldnotact a
s

sheriff
to theGovernorof a State. A manshouldnotbesurrenderedon a mere
charge o

f felony,but only for certaincrimesagainstthelaw o
f nations,

a
s piracy. It is said there is a law o
f Upper Canadawhichauthorised

the surrender,but Upper Canadahad n
o right to passsuch a law.

It is the prerogative of the Imperial Government. This man was a

foreigner,but h
e

wasunder the protection o
f

the British Empire.
Had the case happenedunder a despoticgovernment, a

s

was once
customary in France, it could havecaused n

o surprise; but that it

occurredunder a liberalgovernmentlike England, is astonishing. The
casehasbeentakenup in England,and it wassaidthat a

ll

was right;
but theycould not havehad a

ll

the papersbeforethem, o
r theywould

nothavesaidso.
Mr. HARRison hopedthe motion would b

e

withdrawn. He had
alwaysdoubtedthat the Upper Canadalaw on this subjectwas un
constitutional,but since it was law, it had to b

e obeyed. The treaty
just enteredinto with the United Stateswill put this questionon a

properfooting. This casewasexamined b
y

thelawofficers o
f

thecrown

in England, and they had approved o
f

the proceedings.The law o
f

Upper Canadaauthorisedthesurrender,and the evidencewasclear and
decisive. Hacketwas guilty o

f
a larceny,and that not to assisthis

flight, for h
e

had stolen, a watch; and a
s long a
s

the law existedthe
Executivehad n

o optionbut to fulfil it
,

whatevertheymightthink o
f

its
unconstitutionality.
Sir A

.

M'NAB did not think theGovernmenthad a right to giveupthe


