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custody, and being brought by force within our jurisdiction, the
federal laws madefor recapture of fugitives from justice, or from
labour, were alike inoperative, inasmuch as they require volum
tary residenceas the ground of jurisdiction. On, consultation,
we deemedit improperto interfere. Great Britain had taken the
lead in the assertionof human rights; she had struck the fetters
from her own slaves, and was pioneer among the nationsof the
world in abolishingslavery. She had formally thought proper to
surrender an alleged criminal; she had deemedthe offence,so
seriousas tojustify the exercise of that prerogative about which
nations are sojealous that they have oft refused the surrenderof
even murderers. She had doneso on maturedeliberation. Would
it becomeus to assumea standard higher than hers! to become
the patronsof a crimeshehad thus markedly denouncedasatro
cious ! We thought not : we were trusteesseeking to carry out
a great and sacredprinciple confidedto us, and werebound to do
so wisely and discreetly. Had we interferedin this case,wewould
have fought thebattle of liberty, not on it

s

own sacred principles,
but a

s protectors o
f crime; for the prisoner was in custody a
s
a

criminal, not a
s
a slave ; and that h
e

wasan aggravatedcriminal,
Britain's unusual surrender nationally avowed. To fight this con
test, then, would but have weakened u

s
for those that await u

s

o
n

the broad platform o
f

man's inalienable rights; haveadded to

existing prejudicesthat which would have arisen from our assert
ing a standard o

f

morals higher than that o
f

Great Britain. In

Detroit we had begun to turn public sympathy in favour o
f

the
fugitive slave,and wedarednot to weakenthat sympathy for the
many unfortunateswho need it

,

b
y
a
n

exertion in behalf o
f
a single

individual.
We thereforereluctantly and with grief crusheddown our own
feelings, and sorrowingcommittedthe haplessHackett to the dire
fate that awaited him a fate, not as Sir Sharles Bagot doubtless
anticipated to b

e

measured b
y

the impartial majesty o
f

law—but

to b
e

doomedby a
n

incensedmaster, a
n infuriated overseer,and

the vindictive passion o
f
a slave-ocracy,daily smarting under the

assertion o
f

their captive'sright to freedom. What that fatewas
we shuddered to think. May humanity never learn it ; but let.
ignoranceshroud it

,

along with many a deed o
f

kindred horror,
beneath it

s impenetrableveil. - ---

I only add, that the projectof recovering#. slaves,evenfrom within the heretoforesacredpalladium o
f

British protection,

b
y

the cunningdevice o
f allegedcrime, is becoming a matter o
f fre

quent occurrence, and is stimulated to increasing perfection b
y

every successfulissue. It is the duty of Great Britain, if she
desiresthe protection o

f

her national honour, to refusethe sur.
render, even o

f

the petty foreign criminal, to that country which
has denied to her d

.#. murderer; and if she seeks con
sistency in her anti-slavery principles, she should avoid being
deluded b

y
a pretence o
f

the slave interest that can procure
larceny indictments fo

r

eachfugitive, who, a
s
a piece o
f

lºcomotive
property, commits a high theft in the eye o

f

the slave-holdinglaw,
the moment h

e

dares to steal himself from the tendermercies o
f

avaricious power. -

When Hackett was, a
s mentioned, rushed across the Detroit

river under secret haste, and amid the darkness o
f
a winter's

night, the Canadiancourt which hadcognizance o
f

his offencewas
near a

t

hand. What return was made o
f

the informations, o
r

what b
y

thejailor o
f

his charge, is not known. . It will be recol
lected that Hackett was not a

t large, thelegal subject o
f

surrender
by British authorities, but a prisoner under British law, for a

n§. it claimed to be in its jurisdiction, and the person of the
alleged criminal was a

t

the control only o
f

that law...The justice
who arrestedHackett was bound to have returned the informa
tions to the court, and the jailor who had his custody was respon
sible for his person. The governor's warrant was controlled b

y

the higher power o
f

the law, and could have taken effectonly
when that law had performed it

s duty.
(Signed)

Attorney and Counsellor a
t Law,

New York, August 9th, 1842. Detroit, State o
f Michigan.

REMARK8.
The writer o

f

the abovehas carefully restrictedhis allegations
within the bounds o

f

stern fact, and excludedsurmises, o
r aught

that on inquiry º: prove a mis-statement. There, are however, w
e

are assured,mattersconnectedwith the case,that aggra
vate it

s

dark features. It is feared that Hackett was a victim of

conspiracyamong the Canadiansand his pursuers. . His restora
tion to captivity, and the recovery o

f

the horse,watch and coat,
were alonesufficient to stimulatecupidity, but the advantage o

f

his capture from the very clutches o
f England was invaluable to

men so affected b
y

the escape o
f slaves,and who would thus b
e

enabled to exhibit their power a
t overreachingevenBritish, pro

tection. Their poor victims are too ignorant to understand the
“modus operandi”—it is sufficient that they see within their
masters' power one o

f

themselves taken from soil heretofore
deemedinaccessible to the slave-holder. This, o

f course,paralyzes

a
ll

effort a
t escape, a
s proving that there is safety in n
o place.

Thus the captors had every inducement to É."; exertion andpecuniary sacrifice. There is reason to fear that the whole pro

C
.

H. Stewart,

ceedingwas a concertedmovementbetweenthe pursuersand the ls

Canadianauthorities, that the plan wasarranged betweenthem,
that Hackett was to b
e

arrestedand held to bail until a
n indict
ment was found in Arkansas—a demandmade, and the prisoner
surrendered—that there never was any intention o

f trying the
man in Canada—that the contrary wasallegedonly to deceivehis

friends,and blind them a
s
to the movement in Toronto–that the

frontier authorities were to use,and did use their influencewith
Sir Charles Bagot—that they were to b

e

well paid provided the
surrenderwas made. The names o

f

several official and private
individuals, who it is confidentlybelieved were engaged in this
dark plot, havebeengiven to us. Of course,much that then took
placesleeps in the partiesown bosoms,and, however plausible o

r

strong conjecturesmay bear to their guilt, it would b
e improper

to make it a matter o
f

direct charge. ..
.

The jailor undoubtedly
requiredthe sanction o

f

the crown presidingofficerbefore h
e gave

up a prisonerfor whom h
e

was responsible,and somecurious con
siderationsmust have governed that officer in departing so very
far from his duty, and the law o

f

the British empire. If the
governor b

e properly applied to o
n

this subject, h
e will, w
e pre

sume,disclosethe representationsmade to him, and bring to light
the amount o

f

fees paid to subordinate officers in the matter.
We trust that the never tiring vigilance o

f

the Committee in

London will so conduct the inquiry, that the British governor
and all his subordinateswill b

e

made to feel their responsibility
and that quietude may b

e given to the thousands o
f coloured

American citizenswho have sought a
n asylum in her Britannic

Majesty's dominions.,

The RIOT IN Pinil ADELPHIA.
FromtheAmericanandForeignAnti-slaveryReporter.

ONthe1st o
f August thiscitywasdisgraced b
y

one o
f

themostunpro
vokedandcruel outbreaksagainstthe people o

f

colour that has ever
occurred in thiscountry. The factsaresubstantially a

s

follows:
Thepeople o

f colour,especiallythemembers o
f

thecolouredtemperance
societies,hadmadearrangementsfor thecelebration o

f

the1st o
f August,

thedaywhentheshackles o
f slaveryfell from800,000 o
f

theirfellowmen

in theBritishWest Indies, b
y
a publicprocession.&c. We takethefol

lowing accountfrom theIº. Daily Chronicle of August 2nd.
After theprocessionhadmovedthroughseveral o

f

theprincipalstreets,
andwhen it had reachedFourthand l’lumb streets, in the district cf

Southwark, it wasattacked b
y
a volley o
f stones,thrown b
y

the whites,
and a whiteboybrutallyattackeda colouredladwhowas in theprocession.

A blackmanthen struckthe whiteboyover the head,when a general
fight, in whichthousandstookpart,ensued,andcontinuedduringthewhole
day. Theblackswereseriouslybeaten a

t

theonset,butralliedandthrashed
thewhites.
FromFourthandPlumbstreets,the crowd o

f

bothcoloursran to Fifth
andShippen,then u

p
to SixthandSouth,fightingwithclubs,sticks,stones,

brickbats,andwhatevermissilestheycouldobtain,until theyreachedthe
corner o

f

Sixth and Lombardstreets,within the precincts o
f

the city.
Some o

f

theblackstookrefuge in theirownmeetinghouses in thatneigh
bourhood,andtheirprocessionhavingbeendispersed,the whiteswent to

workanddestroyedi. andpropertyindiscriminately,so thattheybe
longed to o

r

wereoccupied b
y

blacks.
Duringthefightwehaveattempted to describe,severalpersonsengaged

in it wereveryseriouslyhurt. Onewhitemanhadhis armbrokenfrom

a blowinflicted b
y
a hugeclub in the hands o
f
a black; anotherwhite

manwasstabbedwith a knife o
r

dirk in the eye: a blackmannamed
Metcalfhadhisrighteyelaidopen b

y
a blowfromtheweapon o
f
a white,

andsomefifteen o
r twentyothersweremore o
r

less seriouslyinjured.
The mostdesperate o

f

theblackswas a deafanddumbman,whodidmuch
mischief,andseriouslyinjuredseveralwhitesere h

e

wasarrested b
y

the
police. The destruction o

f propertywas serious in severalparts. In

LombardstreetbelowSixth, a smallcourtadjoiningtheAfricanWesleyan
meetinghousewas filled with whites,who dashedbricks throughthe
windows,smashingthe glass,frame,and sashes o
f

a
ll
in three o
r

four
houses. Otherbuildings in thesameneighbourhoodweretreated in like
manner. The framehouse o
n

thecorner o
f

Southand Hirst-streets,pre
sentedtheappearanceo
f
a fortafter a fightwithmusketry;pieces o
f

brick
weresticking in theboardswheretheyhad beenthrown b
y

thewhites,
two o

f

thewindowshuttersweresmashedin,thedoorbroken,andwindows
shattered to atoms. In Mary-street,fromSixth to Eighth, a similarstate

o
f thingswasvisible, a
s
it was in most o
f

the alleysandby-ways, in that
section; so also in Bedford(Small) street. The policearrived o

n

the
groundduring theskirmish,arrestedseveral,andsucceeded in restoring
somethinglike order,althoughthousandsstill remainedstandingabout
discussingthe propriety o

f

the fartherdestruction o
f

property. All
remainedapparentlyquiet fo

r

two o
r

threehours,the police having
perfectmasteryover the mob. Aboutthreeo'clock,somefew o

f

the
ringleaders(whites)had a skirmishwith a smallparty o

f blacks,andthe
interference o

f

the police was foundnecessary. One o
f

the special
constables in a

n attempt to arrest a lad,was mobbed,and a beautiful
blackcloth coat tornfromhisback. All this time therewere several
thousandpeople in Lombard-street,belowSixth, looking a

t

theWesleyan
meetinghouse.
Being o

n

thegroundaboutfour o'clock,wenoticedthemovements o
f

somewhoappeared to b
e acting a
s ring-leaders,when a boy,certainlynot

oversixteenyearsold,set u
p
a screechinghowl,withwaving o
f

hishands

to follow. In “less than n
o

time”one-halfthelargecrowdwereimita
tinghim,andof theystarted,runningandhowlinglikemadIndians,down
Sixth to Mary street,dischargingmissiles a

t everyhousethathadbeen
inhabited b

y

blacks (a
t

this timemost o
f

themhadmovedoff); through
Mary street to Eighth, themobcontinuedtheirwork o

f destruction,not
increasingthe damagemuch,however, a

s theyhadbeen a
ll injuredpre

viously.The crowdnow proceededdown.Eighth to thecounty; they
enteredBedfordstreet,whereall haltedbeforesomesmallframehouses,
andshoweruponshower o

f

destructivemissileswerehurled a
t

them; the
attention o

f

the mobwas thendirected to a one-storymeeting-houseo
r

chool-room in therear,thedoorsandwindows o
f

whichweresoondemo
lished; just a

t

thismoment,andwhenwewerestandingdirectlyopposite
themeetinghouse, a blackdischargeda loadedgunfromone o

f

thewin
dows a

t

the crowd,butdid n
o damage.This addedfuel to the flame,

fenceswere torn down, theboardsbrokenintostrips,and a regularon
slaughtwasmade. A portion o

f

the mobseeingtheblackwhofiredthe


